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Waltham Forest Football Club
Match Day Centres, Wadham Lodge, Kitchener Road, Walthamstow, London, E17 4JP

Chairman: Turgut Esendagli
Vice Chairman: Steve Howe
Company Secretary: Vacant

Treasurer & Hospitality Manager: Vacant
Secretary: Andy Perkins

Communications Manager: Andrzej Perkins (andrzej@walthamforest-fc.co.uk)
Club Historian: David Chapman

Directors: Tony Brazier, June Brazier, Mustapha Cetinkaya, Turgut Esendagli, Kemal Soper

Life Members: A. Brazier M.B.E., J. Brazier, D. Chapman, D. Crabb, C.E. Gross, K.J. Harris, 
S. Howe, G. Larkbey, A McLean, A. P. Perkins, D. Salmon, C. Ward, D.E. Ward

Club Honours

Waltham Forest F.C. and Leyton Pennant F.C.
1995 – Present

Essex Senior Cup Winners: 2005/6
Essex Senior Trophy Winners: 1995/6

Eastern Flootlit Cup Winners: 1997/8, 1998/9
Essex & Herts Champion’s Cup Winners: 1996/7

Essex & Herts Border Comb Cup Winners: 1996/7
London Intermediate Cup Runners-Up: 1996/7

London Challenge Cup Runners-Up: 1995/6, 1996/7
Suburban League Division Winners: 2005/6
Essex County FA Website of the Year: 2012

Youth Teams
EJA Under 18s Trophy Winners: 2003/4

EJA Under 15s Trophy Runners-Up: 2014/5
Conference Youth League: Winners: 2005/6

Pelly Cup Runners-Up: 2005/6

Pennant F.C. and Walthamstow Pennant F.C.
1965 – 1995

London Senior Cup Runners-Up: 1990/1
London Junior Cup Winners: 1974/5

SW League Junior Cup Winners: 1968/9
SW League Intermediate Cup Winners: 1969/70

SW League Senior Cup Winners: 1970/71
SW League Premier League Winners: 1972/3

London Metropolitan League Winners: 1974/5
London Metropolitan League Runners-Up: 1978/9, 

1979/80, 1981/2
London Metropolitan League Intermediate Cup 

Runners-Up: 1977/8, 1978/9
Spartan Reserve League Winners: 1980/1, 1990/1

Spartan Reserve League Runners-Up: 1987/8
Spartan Reserve League Cup Winners: 1980/1, 

1988/9, 1990/1
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Good afternoon, and weclome to Wadham 
Lodge for this tie against the club with the 
same name.

It proves to be an interesting match, as neither 
side has picked up a win in any competition 
so far. We’ve drawn two and lost three, while 
Wadham have lost all five games they’ve 
played.

It’s been all change behind the scenes at our 
visitors today. Long-term Chairman Martyn 
Fitch departed, and has been replaced by 
Kenneth Graham. In an interview with Scott 
Lanza in the Waltham Forest Echo, Graham 
said “Progressing players is the way we will be 
taking Wadham Lodge and anywhere above
mid-table gives us a platform to build on. 
Training has been good and there has been a 
nice vibe around the club and it could be
an exciting time for us.”

However, only four games into the season, 
Kevin Lucas, who stepped up to be first team 

manager, was given the boot. It’s not clear 
who is in charge now. He was not the only 
ESL managerial casualty, as Chris Davies 
was shown the door at Hackney Wick, to be 
replaced by Tolga Dervish, who has worked 
with Turgut at Crawley Town.

While our record does not look good at this 
stage, the teams who have beaten us are all 
particularly strong. Takeley and FC Romania 
will be in the mix for the promotion places all 
season, and West Essex haven’t lost in the 
league so far.

I know Q is working hard to build some 
momentum and get our season going, so 
please give the boys your full support this 
afternoon.

Enjoy the game,
 
Andrzej

THE EDITOR
ANDRZEJ PERKINS



4

We welcome fellow tenants Wadham Lodge 
FC, the only team we cannot claim home 
advantage over this season.

It is too early in the season to describe the 
game as a “six pointer”, but, I am sure both 
clubs realise the importance of the game today, 
given the fact we have managed one League 
point between the two of us.

Disappointing to go out of the FA Cup at the 
first hurdle (cancel the visit to the tailors for the 
cup final suit fittings, lads, that will have to wait 
until we reach the final of the Gordon Brasted 
Trophy), but, I think we can take comfort 
that we lost against current ESL leaders, FC 
Romania and if we had enjoyed a bit more 
fortune (or perhaps that should be, if we were 
more clinical in front of gaol), when we were on 
top, we could well have gone through.

What it did show is that, when we are on 
our game, we were able to match one of the 
strongest sides in the ESL (in all senses of the 
word) and that should give us some confidence 
moving forward.

Qayum is confident that he has stopped us 
conceding too many goals and that all we need 
to do now is to have more belief in ourselves 
and be more clinical, moving forward.

I know that the manager has released quite a 
few players who did not fit into his plans for 
varying reasons and seems to have recruited 
quite a few younger players in the last 10 days 
which has lowered the average age of the team 
even more (it hardly seemed possible, given the 
younger players we had already brought in) in 
an attempt to increase the “hunger” in wanting 
to win, both for themselves and the team, but, 
that will obviously be at a cost of experience.

A balance has to be found by the manager, but, 
he does now seem to have given himself plenty 

of options in personnel which make the 
team more flexible.

There are no guarantees in this life, but, 
I am pleased the manager is very busy 
trying to bring in new blood to improve 
the failings that we have seen in the 
opening games.

There is a long way to go this season 
and I think we must keep a clear 
head.

Qayum got the side 
playing well in the last 
couple of months, last 
season, but, he lost 
some keys players 
from that team 
and they cannot be 
replaced with the click 
of his fingers, but, 
he does recognise 
where he needs to 
improve the 
team.

Let us hope that this latest 
reshuffle does the trick and 
we can get our first win of 
the season and start to build 
a winning mentality that will 
see better results and a move 
up the ESL table.

THE TREE SURGEON
CHARLIE WARD
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Today we take on fellow tenants Wadham 
Lodge in a game important for both sides, as 
we both sit down the bottom of the table and 
require three points today in order to start a 

climb up the table.

After our FA Cup defeat, I have 
decided to let three or four players 
go, as they did not figure in my 
plans, long term.

I have been working hard to bring 
in a few more players in, both up 
front and in defence and if the 

players I want come to us, it will 
gives us a lot more flexibility in 

approaching games and 
being able to vary our 

tactics and line 
ups.

Our last 
League 
game 
against 

West 
Essex 

was 

disappointing, as 
we did not really 
impose ourselves 
up front enough 
against a side that 
has had a very 
good start to the 
season.

In the FA Cup 
game against FC 
Romania, we again 
matched the team 
at the top of the 
ESL for long spells 
and we actually 
took the lead, but, 
I felt we panicked 
once ahead and 
conceding a goal 
shortly before half 
time, gave them a 
real boost.

Had we put away a good chance before they 
equalized, then perhaps thing would have 
been different, but, as the game wore on they 
imposed themselves on the match, more than 
we did and we paid the price as we conceded a 
second and rarely looked like taking the game 
into extra time.

It is fair to say that my plans in the closed 
season on the players I could get, have not 
gone according to plan and I looked at a list of 
the players I wanted and who I thought I could 
convince to join us, this season and out of a 
total of about twenty five players, I have about 
five that are still with us.

However, I feel that I am finally getting towards 
a squad of players who I am confident about 
and whilst I would not expect instant turn 
around in performances, I believe that we will 
certainly start to see improved results in the 
next few weeks, hopefully, starting with three 
points today.

Q
’S CO
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QAYUM
 SH
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Another away game or is a home fixture? There 
was a time when you played one home game 
followed the next week by an away match. 
Why has the fixture secretary decided to make 
this monthly instead of weekly!

However, this week you are again getting two 
programmes for the price of one. The first is an 
International fixture played at Boothferry Park 
in Hull between England and The Netherlands. 

At centre half for England was 
Leyton’s Ken Yenson. It would 
be Ken’s first, and only cap, as 
unfortunately he was carried off 
with a suspected fractured leg. 
Earlier the same year Ken had been 
selected to be part of the British 
Olympic squad who fared rather 
badly in Helsinki.

Kenneth Owen Yenson was born 
in March 1922 and joined Leyton 
during WWII when it really was a 
case of playing whoever turned 
up. He did feature in the final of 
the Essex Thameside Cup against 
Walthamstow Avenue in late May 
1942. 

Ken left Leyton after the war to 
join Grays Athletic and from there 
went on to Bromley. He gained 
an Amateur Cup winners medal 
with Bromley before returning 
to Leyton in time for the 1951/2 
season. 

Ken captained Leyton to their 
own Amateur Cup final at 
Wembley versus the old foe, the 
Avenue, that same season. He 
was an inspirational leader which 
is why he was given belatedly a 
call by his country at the rather 
late age of twenty-nine.

CLASSIC PROGRAMMES
DAVID CHAPMAN
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Tragically, Ken Yenson died aged only 
forty-nine in 1971 and the following 
year he was granted a Testimonial 
Match in his memory.

Doug Insole, another inspirational 
captain this time of the Essex County 
Cricket Club, had assembled a team 
consisting of players from West Ham 
and Leyton Orient. Doug as a player 
for Walthamstow Avenue had lined up 
at Wembley against Ken in 1952. That 
somber Sunday morning over five 
hundred turned up to pay tribute to a 
great man.

Ken Yenson was the last player to 
be capped by his country whilst 
playing for Leyton. That maybe a little 
misleading as two players were not 
unsurprisingly capped shortly after 
they left Leyton in 1967. They were 
our own Les Tilley who went onto 
to win eighteen caps and also Peter 
Greene, good, bad and dangerous to 
know, who won three caps (it should 
have been more). 

There were several other 
players from the Leyton 1966/7 
championship winning side that 
certainly deserved a call-up, namely 
Micky Thomson, Ian Hutley and 
Peter Leakey.

At the time our face did not fit, and 
probably still doesn’t.
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THE BEER HUNTER
GRAHAM LARKBEY
A warm welcome to one and all for today’s 
match against our fellow tenants here at the 
Lodge.

Following this game, we have no fewer than 
five Aways on the bounce, starting with the 
short hop across North East London to play 
Clapton.

The Old Spotted Dog pub outside the ground 
is, alas, still closed and boarded up, and the 
website for the “Save The Spotted Dog” 
campaign appears to be having problems at the 
time of writing. What a tragedy that the most 
historic building in the area should be left to rot 
away like this - let us just hope that a solution 
can be found before it suffers the all-too-
familiar “mysterious fire”.

The nearest still-open pubs are the Hudson 
Bay at the top end of Upton Lane (a very decent 
Wetherspoons), the Forest Tavern and the Fox 
& Hounds on the far side of Forest Gate station 
(both interesting in contrasting ways) and in the 
other direction the Black Lion in Plaistow High 
Street, a real East London local.

All have a good, changing range of beers 
on tap. However, if you get chatting to the 
Clapton Ultras, they may point you towards 
the nearby social club that they frequent, 
hidden anonymously down a side street in 
an apparently-shuttered former Trade Union 
banner factory. 

Another interesting establishment with a 
friendly atmosphere and decent bottled beers.  

Next, we’re off up country to Sawbridgeworth, 
winners of the Beer Hunter’s Golden 
Handpump award for last season. What 

clinched it was the Gate pub, on the main road 
not far from the ground, which is also the home 
of the Sawbridgeworth Brewery. 

Several of their beers are always available here 
along with guest ales, amid a lively local-boozer 
atmosphere.

However, if you work up a thirst on the hike 
up from the station, there are several pubs en 
route starting with the George IV (McMullens) 
- go a bit further and you’ll find the Old Bell 
in Bell Street, a comfortable 16th-century 
timbered coaching inn with Adnams Broadside 
and Woodforde’s Wherry on tap. 

Following that rural excursion, it’s back to East 
London for the short trip to Tower Hamlets. The 
area around the Mile End Stadium is frankly 
a beer desert, and the nearest pub - the New 
Globe in Mile End Road - is nearly half a mile 
away, with Sharp’s Doom Bar as its solitary real 
ale.

A little further away are the Queens Head 
in Flamborough Street (Youngs), a delightful 
street-corner local near Limehouse station, and 
the Crown in Commercial Road, another one-
beer local (typically Fullers, Sharps or Greene 
King). 

Next, however, we have the Awayday highspot 
of the season so far, a day out to the delightful 
Suffolk town of Framlingham (try and check out 
the remarkable castle near the ground while 
you’re there).

The Beer Hunter’s only previous visit here was 
on a car trip exploring closed railway stations in 
1978, but CAMRA’s ever-dependable Whatpub 
website (whatpub.com) offers a number of 
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inviting options, starting with the Station Hotel. 
This characterful house offers a range of beers 
from the local Earl Soham brewery, and also 
has a reputation for its locally-sourced freshly-
prepared food.

The town is obviously still very attached to the 
memory of its long-closed rail link - nearby is 
the Railway (Adnams) and both are located in 
what is still called Station Road.

In the Market Place you’ll find the 13th-century 
Crown Hotel (Greene King), while in Church 
Street the Castle Inn offers Adnams Broadside 
plus a guest ale. All in all, a grand prelude to 
what we hope will be another chance to take a 
step along the Road to Wembley. 

Finally, we head up to Broxbourne Borough’s 
ground for the encounter with much-travelled 
and much-renamed Woodford Town 2017 
(whom we played last season as Haringey & 
Waltham).

No pub near the ground as far as we know, but 
the Jolly Bricklayers (McMullens) in Flamstead 
End Road is a lively modern local whose bar 
has a Tottenham end and an Arsenal end. 
Presumably Boro (and Town) fans hover 
somewhere in the middle!
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WALTHAM FOREST FC LOTTO

www.lottofc.co.uk/walthamforestfc
Get started at

Play for millions twice a week

39p of every £1.50 played goes to your club

All prizes are paid by Lotto FC so 
your club always wins!

Only £1.50 per lotto bet

Lotto Network Limited is licensed and regulated as a remote betting intermediary by the UK Gambling Commission, License number: 000-035830-R-317103.  MyLotto24 Limited is licensed and regulated by the UK Gambling 
Commission to provide pool betting; betting on real events; to operate a casino and to provide gambling software.  License number: 000-004578-R-103863. 

Play responsibly www.gambleaware.co.uk.  

Copyright Lotto Network      2014

We are the only senior semi-professional non-league football club 

left in Waltham Forest. Our history stretches back to 1868 and we 

actually built the stadium at Brisbane Road in the early 1900s. We 

are expanding and looking to have female and learning disability 

teams as well as all age groups and our present team in the Essex 

Senior League.
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STUFF
WHAT
WE
LIKED
THIS
WEEK

GRAHAM YAPP’S 
RANKING OF ‘KEEPER 
COLOUR SHIRTS
Groundhopper Yapp 
(modushopperrandom.blogspot.
co.uk) keeps a PPG table of 
goalkeeper shirts by colour. 
Red shirts are some way out in 
front with 2.38ppg, followed by 
blue with 1.57. Keep away from 
black (-1.60) and white (-2.11).  
“Radioactive Bile”, meanwhile, 
goes for 0.5ppg.

THIS DOG AT REDBRIDGE
Instagram, Twitter, Tumblr, 
Facebook; they’re on them all. Get 
following @nonleaguedogs.

KINGS OF THE CASTLE
David Bauckham’s photo essay on our FA Vase opponents, 
Framlingham Town, gives a superb insight into the club. 
dbauckham.exposure.co

THIS UGANDA NATIONAL 
TEAM FOOTBALL SHIRT
Any shirt with birds on it is a winner.

THIS OLD 
PROGRAMME AD
Miles McClagan is 
a collector of old 
programmes. He pulls 
them apart and uploads 
them to his Flickr page, 
a real treasure trove. As 
he puts it: “Collating as 
many old football images 
as I can from a random 
bucket of programmes...” 

Twitter: @TheSkyStrikers
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area within what was an open field when 
I went, but I have no record of the exact 
position on the field they used previously, 
so it can only count once. Similarly, 
Cheltenham Civil Service have played on 
different pitches within the grounds.  

• An exception to this rule applies where 
two different clubs are allocated to specific 
pitches. For example at Greshams in 
Ipswich. I have ticked the designated Crane 
Sports ground (for a Crane Sports game), 
so I can go back and tick Coplestonians 

• Where a ground is build on a previously 
open space, I may choose to count a new 
ground, if I know that I previously visited 
an area outside the enclosure

ON REBUILDS AND PITCH MOVEMENT
• I generally do not count a rebuild, where 

there is major overlap, even when the pitch 
is turned (eg Wembley, Bournemouth). 
If the opportunity is there, I will revisit 
anyway, just not count a new tick 

• A ground built next to the old venue, even 
if some stands are in the same location or 
even overlap the old pitch tends to count 
twice, (e.g. Sedan and the forthcoming 
changes at Tottenham) 

• If there are two completely different 
grounds (especially with different clubs 
and levels), where the one may partially 
overlap the other, than I can count twice 
(e.g. Cardiff City).

ON WHAT COUNTS AS A MATCH
• Any match that completes 90 minutes will 

count, even if for some reason the result 
is anulled or changed later, (e.g. Eintracht 
Trier - away team pulled out of league 
later, Netley Central Sports - replayed due 
to an ineligible player, (I saw the replay as 
well)). 

• Any match that is called off during extra 
time counts.

• If a match is abandoned in the second half, 

WHAT 
CONSTITUTES 
A GROUND?
Last week, we had a piece from Tony Incenzo, 
a groundhopper who has visited over 2,000 
grounds across the world. But that raises 
the question, what exactly is a ground? Here, 
Leohoenig of the Non-League Matters shares 
what he counts as a ‘tick’.

WHAT CONSTITUTES A GROUND?
• Generally, each club has an allocated 

football ground.
• In some cases, two or more clubs use the 

same ground, in which case only one can 
be counted

• A new club, moving into a ground 
previously counted does not constitute a 
new ground

• When a club moves venue, then this is 
new, and will be counted again.

• My total includes a number of venues that 
are no longer available for use.

HOW DO I COUNT A GROUND?
• By being present at the venue throughout 

a full game

The above rules are the basics - all I would use 
to explain to a non-hopper who asks. 

Beyond this, I have my own regulations.

ON OPEN FIELDS
• My general rule is an open field, (grass 

without fencing) counts as a single ground, 
even if the designated area within the 
ground moves 

• This is specifically a case where I cannot 
confirm the exact nature of a move. For 
example, Portishead have enclosed an 
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and the match result counts, then I count it
• 
• If a match is abandoned in the second 

half, and is replayed, then I do not count 
it. As far as I remember, the latest call off 
in the case is around 70 minutes. I may 
reconsider if I travel a long way for a late 
abandonment

• I have seen one match abandoned on 45 
minutes with the result counting, but I 
chose not to count this

• I can only see one match at one time
• If I arrive late, then I will take a view 

depending on how late, the state of play 
when I arrive and the reasons for being 
late.

• Arriving late because it was not possible 
to get to the game on time, due to being at 
another game is a definate “no no”

• Arriving late because of unexpected traffic 
delays means I will consider the situation

In addition to the above, I generally want to see 
the first team of the club that uses the ground 
for the match 

...but I do allow a neutral venue to creep in. 
I do not like a game switched to a random 
venue, so I will tend to avoid these 

I have given up most pre-season friendlies, and 
only go to the occasional one. 

I do count friendly matches between national 
teams 

Reserve teams at home, only if the ground is 
not used by a first team I would normally see, 
(e.g. Rote Erde, Dortmund) 
Youth teams - same rule. 

Ladies teams - to date, no grounds ticked for 
ladies, I wanted to do one in Sweden in May, 
but the trains were fully booked and I could not 
make it

Image: David Bauckham, dbauckham.exposure.co
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Latest Essex Senior League Table (12-8-17)
P W D L GD Pts

1 Takeley 2 2 0 0 5 6
2 FC Romania 2 2 0 0 5 6
3 West Essex 2 1 1 0 2 4
4 Hackney Wick 2 1 1 0 2 4
5 Redbridge 2 1 1 0 1 4
6 Ilford 2 1 0 1 2 3
7 Basildon United 1 1 0 0 2 3
8 Clapton 2 1 0 1 1 3
9 Great Wakering Rovers 2 1 0 1 1 3

10 Barkingside 1 1 0 0 1 3
11 Southend Manor 1 1 0 0 1 3
12 Stansted 2 1 0 1 -1 3
13 Woodford Town (2017) 2 1 0 1 -2 3
14 Hullbridge Sports 2 0 1 1 -1 1
15 Tower Hamlets 2 0 1 1 -1 1
16 Sawbridgeworth Town 2 0 1 1 -2 1
17 Sporting Bengal United 2 0 1 1 -2 1
18 Waltham Forest 2 0 1 1 -3 1
19 Burnham Ramblers 2 0 0 2 -3 0
20 Enfield 1893 1 0 0 1 -3 0
21 Wadham Lodge 2 0 0 2 -5 0

Player Club Apps Goals
1 Jeffrey Cobblah Clapton  2  3
2 Luca Frankis Hullbridge Sports  2  2
= Dion Lewis-Kirwan Woodford Town (2017)  2  2
= Calvin Poku Redbridge  2  2
= Mohammad Sagaf Waltham Forest  2  2
= Stuart Zanone Takeley  2  2

ESSEX SENIOR LEAGUE

LEAGUE TOP SCORERS
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Starts Goals Sub on Sub off Red Yel
Abiola Tanimowo 3 1 0 0 0 0
Arjanit Krasniqi 2 0 2 2 0 0
Asher Modeste 0 0 0 0 0 0
Azhad Masoud 1 0 2 1 0 1
Ben Masuku 0 0 0 0 0 0
Ben Masuku 2 0 0 1 1 0
Boris Kipeya 2 0 0 0 0 0
Bradley Harris 4 0 0 0 0 0
Callum Bailey 0 0 2 0 0 0
Chris Medina 1 0 2 1 0 0
Cruz Danilo 0 0 3 0 0 0
David Myers 1 0 0 0 0 0
Dominic Shephard 0 0 0 0 0 0
Enoch Freeman 1 0 0 1 0 0
Fahad Masoud 0 0 0 0 0 0
Fahad Nazor 0 0 0 0 0 0
Germaine Dua 1 1 0 0 0 0
Glen Toonga 3 0 0 1 0 0
Harrison Tweddell 1 0 2 1 0 0
Jake Connaris 1 0 1 1 0 0
James Curran 2 0 0 0 0 0
Jetmir Brija 0 0 0 0 0 0
Joshua Wandera 0 0 0 0 0 0
Juelmo Agebane 5 0 0 0 1 0
Mahdi Khan 1 0 0 1 0 0
Marco Faria 1 0 0 0 0 0
Mohammed Ahmed 2 0 0 0 0 0
Mohammed Sagaf 5 2 0 0 1 0
Muhammadu Faal 1 0 0 1 0 0
Nana Yiadom 1 1 0 0 0 0
Nathan Okoye 3 0 0 0 1 0
Nathan Warren 2 0 0 0 0 0
Ohimai Long 4 1 0 2 0 0
Olumide Lapite 1 0 1 1 0 0
Salim Nassor 0 0 0 0 0 0
Terry Anim 1 0 0 1 0 0
Terry Foxe 2 0 0 0 0 0
Tristan Gayle 0 0 0 0 0 0

STATTO
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F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
Jul Sat 29 A Hullbridge Sports 2-2 ESL Warren Agebane Harris Curran Kipeya Sagaf 1 Krasniqi * Faal * Connaris * Toonga Yiadom 1 Tweddell (7) Bailey (4) Cruz (11) Gayle

Aug Tue 1 A Takeley 1-4 ESL Warren Agebane Harris Longe * Curran Foxe Lapite * Toonga Tweddell * Sagaf 1 Dua Krasniqi (7) Medina (4) Bailey (9)
Sat 5 A FC Romania 2-2 FAC Ahmed Harris Agebane Okoye Kipeya Toonga * Longe 1 Krasniqi * Khan * Sagaf Tanimowo 1 Masood (8) Tweddell (9) Cruz (6) Masuku/Foxe
Sat 12 H West Essex 0-2 ESL Myers Masuku Freeman * Longe * Okoye Foxe Faria Agebane Tanimowo Sagaf Anim * Medina (4) Cruz (3) Masoud (11) Harris/Krasniqi
Tue 15 H FC Romania 1-2 FAC Ahmed Masuku * Harris Longe * Okoye Agebane Masoud * Medina * Tanimowo Sagaf Dua 1 Krasniqi (2) Lapite (7) Connaris (8) Foxe/Brija/Wandera
Sat 26 H Wadham Lodge ESL
Tue 29 A Clapton ESL

Sep Sat 2 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 9 A Framlingham Town FAV
Tue 12 A Woodford Town 2017 ESL
Sat 16 H Sporting Bengal United ESL
Tue 19 H Hackney Wick ESL
Sat 23 H Barkingside ESL
Sat 30 A Southend Manor ESL

Oct Wed 4 H Burnham Ramblers ESL
Sat 7 H Great Wakering Rovers ESL
Tue 10 A Woodford Town 2017 ESLC
Sat 14 A Stansted ESL

Mon 16 A Enfield 1893 ESL
Sat 21 H Basildon United ESL

Nov Sat 4 A Ilford ESL
Sat 11 H Woodford Town 2017 ESL
Sat 18 A Barkingside ESL

Wed 22 H Hullbridge Sports ESL
Sat 25 H Takeley ESL

Dec Sat 2 H Tower Hamlets ESL
Sat 9 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 16 H Southend Manor ESL
Sat 23 A Hackney Wick ESL

Jan Sat 1 H Clapton ESL
Sat 13 A FC Romania ESL
Sat 20 A Sporting Bengal United ESL
Sat 27 H Redbridge ESL

Feb Sat 3 A Burnham Ramblers ESL
Sat 10 H FC Romania ESL
Sat 24 H Enfield 1893 ESL

Mar Sat 3 A Basildon United ESL
Sat 3 A Wadham Lodge ESL
Sat 10 A Great Wakering Rovers ESL
Sat 24 A West Essex ESL

Apr Sat 7 A Redbridge ESL
Sat 21 H Stansted ESL
Sat 28 H Ilford ESL

TBC A Tower Hamlets ESL

FIXTURES, RESULTS & STATS
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F-A Cmp 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 Sub 1 Sub 2 Sub 3 Unused
Jul Sat 29 A Hullbridge Sports 2-2 ESL Warren Agebane Harris Curran Kipeya Sagaf 1 Krasniqi * Faal * Connaris * Toonga Yiadom 1 Tweddell (7) Bailey (4) Cruz (11) Gayle

Aug Tue 1 A Takeley 1-4 ESL Warren Agebane Harris Longe * Curran Foxe Lapite * Toonga Tweddell * Sagaf 1 Dua Krasniqi (7) Medina (4) Bailey (9)
Sat 5 A FC Romania 2-2 FAC Ahmed Harris Agebane Okoye Kipeya Toonga * Longe 1 Krasniqi * Khan * Sagaf Tanimowo 1 Masood (8) Tweddell (9) Cruz (6) Masuku/Foxe
Sat 12 H West Essex 0-2 ESL Myers Masuku Freeman * Longe * Okoye Foxe Faria Agebane Tanimowo Sagaf Anim * Medina (4) Cruz (3) Masoud (11) Harris/Krasniqi
Tue 15 H FC Romania 1-2 FAC Ahmed Masuku * Harris Longe * Okoye Agebane Masoud * Medina * Tanimowo Sagaf Dua 1 Krasniqi (2) Lapite (7) Connaris (8) Foxe/Brija/Wandera
Sat 26 H Wadham Lodge ESL
Tue 29 A Clapton ESL

Sep Sat 2 A Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 9 A Framlingham Town FAV
Tue 12 A Woodford Town 2017 ESL
Sat 16 H Sporting Bengal United ESL
Tue 19 H Hackney Wick ESL
Sat 23 H Barkingside ESL
Sat 30 A Southend Manor ESL

Oct Wed 4 H Burnham Ramblers ESL
Sat 7 H Great Wakering Rovers ESL
Tue 10 A Woodford Town 2017 ESLC
Sat 14 A Stansted ESL

Mon 16 A Enfield 1893 ESL
Sat 21 H Basildon United ESL

Nov Sat 4 A Ilford ESL
Sat 11 H Woodford Town 2017 ESL
Sat 18 A Barkingside ESL

Wed 22 H Hullbridge Sports ESL
Sat 25 H Takeley ESL

Dec Sat 2 H Tower Hamlets ESL
Sat 9 H Sawbridgeworth Town ESL
Sat 16 H Southend Manor ESL
Sat 23 A Hackney Wick ESL

Jan Sat 1 H Clapton ESL
Sat 13 A FC Romania ESL
Sat 20 A Sporting Bengal United ESL
Sat 27 H Redbridge ESL

Feb Sat 3 A Burnham Ramblers ESL
Sat 10 H FC Romania ESL
Sat 24 H Enfield 1893 ESL

Mar Sat 3 A Basildon United ESL
Sat 3 A Wadham Lodge ESL
Sat 10 A Great Wakering Rovers ESL
Sat 24 A West Essex ESL

Apr Sat 7 A Redbridge ESL
Sat 21 H Stansted ESL
Sat 28 H Ilford ESL

TBC A Tower Hamlets ESL

FIXTURES, RESULTS & STATS
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TODAY’S OPONENTS
WADHAM LODGE

2008

WADHAM LODGE

“WAD ARMY”

OLYMPIAN LEAGUE DIVISION TWO
WINNERS 2010–11

ESSEX OLYMPIAN LEAGUE DIVISION 
THREE WINNERS 2009–10

OLYMPIAN LEAGUE SENIOR DIVISION 
CUP RUNNERS-UP 2014–15
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Wadham Lodge 
Football Club is a football club based 

in Walthamstow, founded in 2008. They are 
named after the long-standing ground of the 
same name.

Following the departure of Waltham Forest 
from the Wadham Lodge ground in 2008, the 
club were founded by former Waltham Forest 
assistant manager Martin Fitch.

They started playing at the ground in place 
of the former tenants and joined the Essex 
Business Houses Football League. They 
finished third in their first season, and then 
moved up to the Essex Olympian League, 
winning Division Three and then Division Two in 
consecutive seasons.

In Division One, they finished 4th in 2011–12 
and a second-place finish in 2012–13 saw 
them promoted again. After finishing 4th in the 
Premier Division in 2014–15, an application to 
join the Essex Senior League for 2015–16 was 
successful.

Former Waltham Forest manager 
Tony Ievoli was in charge for the 2015-16 
season and was joined by Neil Day as coach. 
The club had a good debut season at step 5, 
finishing well within the top ten of the Essex 
Senior League.

Ievoli departed during the summer though, and 
Day was promoted to be given the first team 
job.

However, a poor start to the 2016-17 season 
saw Day resign, to be replaced by Falaise. 
Falaise picked up enough points to ensure the 
club was outside of the relegation places.

At the end of last season, the committee, who 
founded the club resigned en-masse, and were 
replaced by Kenneth Graham.

Another former Waltham Forest manager 
Kevin Lucas was brought in as manager, with 
Falaise moving to his assistant, but this would 
only last three games of the season, when 
Lucas was sacked.



PRICING,
INCENTIVE 
AND LOYALTY

I’m a Stalybridge Celtic fan. 
For the life of me I don’t know 
why. As a 7-year-old child my 
Dad took me to Old Trafford to 
watch the likes of Beckham, 
Giggs, Scholes, even Cantona. 
A week later he took me down 
to Bower Fold to watch the 
team that sits right on my 
doorstep.



“Which do you prefer son?” he asked.

Twenty years later I still visit Bower Fold every 
week. Even as a child the lure of non-league 
football was too great. They became my love, 
my passion. Sitting in the gods just didn’t 
appeal, and the only shaven-headed magician 
I idolised was Ian Arnold, not the enigmatic 
Frenchman.

To this day I still get, “£12 to watch that load of 
rubbish? No thanks” from my friends.

Which is a problem for non-league. A big one…

I pay around £300 to watch my team every 
season; factor in travel and the odd away 
fixture and that becomes a lot more. For £73.88 
I could have a season ticket at Barcelona. I pay 
over £200 more to watch a butcher, a baker, 
and no doubt a candlestick maker lump it 
forward every week – Sat in a crowd of 400 
where the only thing that’s remotely ‘Messi’ is 
the Lockwood & Greenwood stand’s gents. This 
is not Barcelona. It’s a far cry from Bury, even.

But that’s exactly the point.

The likes of Barcelona and Manchester United 
welcome 70,000 through the gate every week. 
They earn millions in sponsorship and TV rights, 
they don’t need the money like my club does; 
like almost every club in non-league football 
does.

The recent price-hike protests at Liverpool and 
Manchester United, as well as rumours of them 
at Arsenal, have brought football ticketing to 
the very forefront of the news agenda. And 
the unrest filtering down to non-league level, 
particularly amongst neutrals and floating fans.

In the Champions League for example, fans 
visiting the Emirates can pay upwards of £250 
all-in for their visit which is too much. But take 
a look down the footballing pyramid; can we 
really begrudge a non-league team asking for 
one or two pounds more? Not through greed, 
but to simply survive?

Like most of us, Stalybridge chairman Rob 

Gorski believes £70 plus for a ticket is too 
much, but if Premier League and elite level 
tickets are reduced it could have a knock on 
effect.

In his programme notes for the fixture against 
AFC Fylde he wrote, “My concern is that if 
prices for Prima Donna matches collapsed, 
there would be pressure for lower leagues to 
follow suit.

“Our gate receipts are a major part of our 
turnover and if we lowered admission prices, 
it would have a catastrophic impact on Liam’s 
[Watson] budget.”

It’s a growing concern in today’s era, where 
football on a Saturday afternoon is so freely 
available on television despite the laws stating 
otherwise. That £12 will get you a nice, cosy 
pub, a couple of pints and some high quality 
top-flight action. Offer that as an alternative to 
a cold, damp, northern football ground and for 
the neutral it’s a no brainer.

Of course in some cases the large ticket prices 
are having a slightly different knock-on effect. 
Take FC United of Manchester for example. 
When they formed in 2005 as a result of the 
Glazer’s takeover at Manchester United many 
priced-out Manchester United fans marched 
down to Gigg Lane to get their football fix, at a 
snip of the cost.

To this day FC United’s club manifesto contains 
two key principles to which they operate:
• The club will endeavour to make admission 

prices as affordable as possible, to as wide 
a constituency as possible.

• The club will remain a non-profit 
organisation.

In just over a decade FC United have climbed 
to the sixth level of English football keeping 
costs at a minimum. In fact, their recent FA Cup 
tie against Chesterfield saw the club forced to 
increase their admission price by £1 to adhere 
to competition rules. Rather than keep the 
extra income, they issued each fan with a £1 
voucher that could be spent on food, drink, and 
merchandise.
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It’s football done properly and has kept fans 
coming through the gates in their thousands, 
not to mention their values continually being 
lauded throughout football. With over 5,000 
members however, they have the luxury to do 
so.

Across the Pennines at Sheffield FC admission 
fees cover only about 10-20% of the club’s 
running costs. But despite attendance figures 
of just 200-300 the club have refused to up 
their prices to boost earnings.

Matt Rapinet, a member of their marketing 
team said, “The only rise in Sheffield FC’s 
admission costs has been due to league 
requirements. Sheffield FC charge the minimum 
admission fees that the league will allow us.

As the World’s First Football Club we believe 
that we should make football as accessible as 
possible to fans even if this means we have to 
be inventive with how we conduct business in 
other areas to cover the shortfall.”

In these cases, most people through the gates 
have ties to these clubs, whether it be through 
Manchester United, community work, or a hook 
which makes them more marketable.

For regular clubs, the floating fan is a tough nut 
to crack.

Stalybridge’s £12 admission is around average 
in the National League North and it is income 
they rely upon. When it comes to watching 
“that load of rubbish”, as my friends so 
eloquently describe them however, it’s a hard 
bargain to drive.

Ultimately that means clubs either have to hike 
their prices up for the loyal supporters to make 
up the shortfall – which morally they don’t 
want to do - become a little more inventive, or 
essentially lower budgets; which in turn sees 
a lower standard of football and even fewer 
through the turnstiles.

At another Celtic, Farsley on the outskirts of 
Leeds, hiking prices above £7 simply isn’t an 

option. Joshua Greaves, CEO of the club said, “I 
believe that you can out price yourself in a very 
competitive non-league market that surrounds 
our club, with one National side, one National 
North, and other Northern Premier clubs.”

He added, “We feel that our costs reflect a good 
rate of admission but I do feel any more than 
£7 is a little steep.”

And he has a point, should the club raise the 
gate, Greaves estimated the club would likely 
gain only an extra £150 each week, which 
wouldn’t make a huge impact on day-to-day 
running’s, but would perhaps turn people away.

So while it could help a little, it’s inventiveness 
elsewhere which is keeping clubs afloat and 
ultimately helping them progress; after all, who 
wants their football team to stagnate?

At Sheffield FC there’s a real push for the 
World’s First to move back home to their 
original ground. The ground where they began 
life back in 1857.

Unlike the Premier League they don’t have 
global brands backing them or teams of 
marketers and staff on hand every day of the 
week. Instead they have built connections with 
both universities in Sheffield as well producing 
successful and inventive ideas to promote their 
club and boost funds.

Rather than simply apply for loans, grants and 
amass debt, the club launched a crowd funding 
campaign which has made £92,000 to date 
and received huge coverage in the media. The 
fund has even included contributions from the 
Bundesliga, both professional Sheffield clubs, 
and FC United of Manchester.

Rapinet added, “The campaign mainly helped 
through publicity, it was our announcement 
to the world of football that we are bringing 
football back home. Through a number of 
international projects we are now seeking 
the additional funding to rebuild the Home of 
Football.”

And it makes sense too. With people less 
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willing to donate large amounts of cash to 
lower league, football clubs are having to think 
outside the box. Sponsorship has more recently 
become an issue for clubs. Look throughout 
non-league now and you’ll see more shirts than 
ever before without a sponsor, and you won’t 
have a problem trying to sponsor a match 
almost anywhere in the country.

It’s vital income and clubs are having to 
work hard to get them. At the beginning of 
the season Farsley Celtic put their match 
sponsorship versus Northwich Victoria on eBay.

Initiatives like this are much needed and will 
need to continue if we are to reinvigorate 
non-league football and keep clubs afloat. 

Particularly so, if like the Stalybridge chairman 
predicts, lower leagues feel forced to follow 
suit.

When my friends call £12 scandalous for non-
league football, I happen to agree. There’s little 
incentive there for floating fans. If you didn’t 
support a club would you rather go and watch 
Manchester City for around £25 once every two 
weeks or watch Stalybridge Celtic every week? 
Aguero or Steve Tames? It’s hardly a tricky 
one…

For me though, well, I’d be expected to spend 
three months’ wages on an engagement ring, 
why not a few extra quid a week for my one 
true love?
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The Seagulls are about to start their first top-
division season since 1982-83 but their fans 
have been through tough times in between, 
as Kevin Bartholemew explained in WSC 117, 
November 1996

7 August ~ On a Thursday evening in May 
1983, Brighton lost 4-0 to Manchester United 
in the FA Cup final replay. The outstanding 
memory of that day for many 
Brighton followers was the 
support the team received. 
Despite the result, by 
the 
end 
of the 
match 
Albion fans were, 

incredibly, 

outsinging the Red Army.

This was in recognition of the Seagulls’ 
achievements in the FA Cup that season: 
the campaign had included victories over 
Newcastle, Man City and Liverpool, and we 
had come agonisingly close to beating United 
in the first attempt at the Final. But it also 
demonstrated the affection held for a club that 
had risen from being a mediocre lower division 
outfit to a side able to do battle with the best 
teams in the country.

Now, 13 years on, the club are in real 
danger of extinction. At the time of 
writing, Brighton are three places, and 
just two points, from the bottom of 

the League. We have only won twice 
in 11 starts this season, and have 

HOMELESS  
AND BROKE:  

REMEMBERING 
BRIGHTON’S DARKEST 

DAYS



lost our last 13 away games (a club record). 
Attendances are also at an unprecedented low. 
The team have nowhere to play next year and, 
according to the club’s own predictions, will 
lose over £1 million during the course of the 
season.

To make matters worse, a buyout by a 
consortium headed by local businessman Dick 
Knight (who has plans for a new ground) has 
been sidelined due to the refusal of the current 
owners to provide access to the accounts. In 
short, there has never been a worse time to be 
a Brighton fan.

The nightmare began in July of last year, when 
the directors sold the Goldstone Ground after 
removing a clause from the club’s constitution 
which prevented them from profiting from the 
sale of the ground. When this was exposed by 
the Brighton Evening Argus, the board declared 
their intention to build a new stadium with 
retail facilities at the unfortunately named 
Toad’s Hole Valley. But this scheme had already 
been refused planning permission.

Chief Executive David Bellotti then suggested 
that the team groundshare with Portsmouth 
while a new home was found. This would 
mean a 100-mile round trip for fans, who have 
persistently stated they would boycott games 

at Fratton in protest. The team are only playing 
at the Goldstone this season because it has 
been leased back to them by the new owners.

What will happen if we move to Pompey? On 
top of having to pay for renting the ground, the 
club will : lose a huge proportion of its revenue 
from attendances. This can only mean one 
thing: oblivion.

The way the club have been run since chairman 
Bill Archer bought his stake for £56.25 (yes, 
that’s right) is a complete disgrace. To say 
the board do not have the best interests 
of the supporters at heart would be an 
understatement of cataclysmic proportions. 
Archer, who lives in the north and rarely 
attends games, paid the nominal sum for a 
majority shareholding in the £100 off-the-
shelf company he set up to handle Brighton’s 
finances. Apart from this, however, he has 
invested no money in the club. The co-owner, 
Greg Stanley, is a season ticket holder at 
Chelsea.

But it is Bellotti, the man seen as responsible 
for consistently misleading the fans, who 
has become the real hate figure. For a former 
Liberal Democrat MP Bellotti’s actions have 
been remarkably illiberal. Among other things, 
he has banned 



the Evening Argus and the secretary of the 
supporters’ club from the ground and sacked 
several long-serving members of staff.

The response of the fans has now become so 
hostile that he has been forced to close off 
the sections of the stand surrounding his seat 
in the director’s box. With all this going on, 
what’s been happening on the field has been 
something of an irrelevance. But there’s little 
doubt that speculation about the club’s future 
affected the team’s performance last season, 
and was the main reason for Liam Brady 
quitting as manager.

By the time relegation became inevitable most 
fans had simply had enough, expressing their 
frustration and anger by in vading the pitch 
during the match against York. Before the 
game, fans broke into the ground and painted 
“Sack the Board” on the pitch in large white 
letters.

Archer and Bellotti had been told by the police 
to stay away from the game for their own 
safety, and the only people sitting in what was 
left of the directors’ box (the seats had been 
ripped out the previous week by fans trying to 
storm the boardroom) were the writers of the 

 

fanzine Gull’s Eye. They had agreed to sponsor 
the game at the start of the season and were 
later accused by the club of helping to incite the 
ensuing “riot”.

Not everyone agreed with what happened 
that day, but there was an overwhelming 
feeling that something had to be done to draw 
attention to our plight.

If there’s a reason for optimism it’s the refusal 
of the fans to let the directors get away with 
it. Despite ever dwindling crowds (our average 
attendance dropped by almost 305 last year) 
there are, thankfully, still people out there not 
prepared to stand by and watch the club die.

Supporters have produced T-shirts with 
a picture of the York demonstration and 
car stickers urging fans to boycott Focus 
DIY stores (owned by Archer). Hundreds of 
cards demanding the chairman’s imme-
diate resignation have been sent to his home 
address, and more radical forms of protest are 
also in the pipeline. But so far Archer refuses 
to be moved, despite calls for him to quit from 

many sources (even a local MP 
has told him to “go now before 

it’s too late”).

“Watching the team 
struggle against 



27

Torquay and Barnet, it seems hard to believe, 
but there were times when following Brighton 
was an enjoyable experience: when we won 
promotion to Division One for the first time 
ever; when we knocked Liverpool out of the 
FA Cup two seasons running; or when we took 
35,000 to the Second Division play-off final 
(just five years ago); and, of course, when we 
almost won the Cup.

The hopes of the supporters now appear to rest 
on the Knight consortium. If the current regime 
steps down and a new stadium is built, the 
potential is there for a successful First Division 

outfit enjoying county-wide support (most fans 
would be quite content if we became another 
Ipswich or Norwich). The odd promotion 
campaign, a few seasons in the Premier League 
and some decent cup runs, with the dream of 
a return to Wembley. It doesn’t seem too much 
to ask. Right now, however, most fans would 
simply settle for the club’s survival.

This article first appeared in When Saturday 
Comes 117, November 1996.

Kevin Bartholemew



RECENT FORM
Forest

D-L-D-L-L

Wadham Lodge
L-L-L-L-L

TODAY’S FIXTURES
Burnham Ramblers v Takeley,

Great Wakering Rovers v 
Enfield 1893, Hackney Wick v 
Basildon United, Hullbridge 

Sports v Stansted, Ilford 
v Sawbridgeworth Town, 
Redbridge v FC Romania, 

Southend Manor v Sporting 
Bengal United, Waltham 
Forest v Wadham Lodge, 
Woodford Town (2017) v 

Barkingside

TODAY’S OFFICIALS
Sam Everitt

James Whittaker 
Tim Ford

TODAY’S TEAMS

Juelmo Agebane

Mohammed Ahmed

Jetmir Brija

Jake Connaris

Germaine Dua

Terry Foxe

Bradley Harris

Arjanit Krasniqi

Olumide Lapite

Ohimai Long

Azhad Masood

Ben Masuku

Christian Medina

Nathan Okoye

Mohammad Sagaf

Abiola Tanimowo

Alex Akanbi

Larry Asare

George Bacon

Daniel Crowie

Nnamdi Harold-Egole

Jayden Hocking-Rising

Stefan Nielsen

Billy Osborne

Danny Palmer

Alexander Parasheva

Caleb Roberts

Mohamed Sheiknor

Robert Teppett

Joe Thomas

Daniel Vivas
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